
December 29, 2019:  Feast of the Holy Family 
 

 

 

Dear people of the Cathedral parish, 

 

 Merry Christmas once again!  The greeting goes on for at least the Twelve 

Days of Christmas (January 6).  Resist the temptation and see how long you can offer 

the greeting of Merry Christmas.  While retail is aiming for the next holiday, Keep 

CHRIST in CHRISTMAS.  May these days be filled with the Joy of the Lord Jesus. 
 

 This is one of my favorite Feasts of the Church.  I grew up in Decatur.  My 

home parish is named Holy Family.  In December 1988, I offered my first Mass 

there.  I have celebrated many masses there since.  Last April, Bishop Bradley 

offered the funeral Mass for my mother, Anne Creagan.  It was concelebrated by 25 

priests and I preached.  She lived a good, holy and wholesome life.  This is my first 

Christmas without my mom and dad (+1999).  They always made the Christmas 

season a blessing for our family and friends.  Rather than being depressed, I realized 

that it is different now.  To honor their memory, I am finding new practices and 

customs.  My open house on December 18 was a simple way to share the Joy.  In 

recent years, I have taken a few days away with Fr. Anthony Chandler, my classmate, 

who is a priest of the Archdiocese of Louisville, Kentucky.  Whatever you do, 

welcome the Presence of the Christ Child. 
 

 Wednesday, January 1, 2020 is the Octave (Eighth Day) of Christmas.  It is 

the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God and a Holy Day of Obligation.  

There will be a vigil Mass at 4:00pm on Tuesday, December 31, 2019.  On January 

1, 2020, Masses will be at 9:30am and 11:30am.  (There are no confessions on 

January 1; avoid sinning, especially, New Year’s Eve!) 
 

On Friday, January 3, 2020, I have hosting a Pizza/Bowling Party for our altar 

servers.  Invitations have been sent out.  Siblings of the servers are welcomed.  We 

are meeting at the Airway Lanes in Portage.  The party is from 11:00am to 1:00pm.   
 

 For those who missed by open house on December 18, I am hosting a “Little 

Christmas” on Sunday afternoon, January 5, 2020 from 2:00pm to 5:00pm.  It’s just 

another way to enjoy the (near) conclusion of the Christmas season.  I will still be 

fully decorated!  Drinks and light refreshments available.  All ages are welcomed. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Very Rev. Robert Creagan, Rector 


